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Passive to POSITIVE 



DESTRUCTION OF OUR 
ATMOSPHERE 

 

WE ONLY GET ONE PLANET 
ONE ATMOSPHERE 
ONE BIOSPHERE 
ONE LIFE 

 GLOBAL THREATS: 
 



WE HAVE SOLUTIONS TO ALL OF OUR PROBLEMS 

  
REGENERATIVE 

DESIGN  
AND PRACTICE 



EXTRACTIVE LINEAR ECONOMICS 
DEPLETE REOURCES 

 

HUMANS HAVE DIRECTLY ALTERED 50% OF THE ICE-
FREE LAND AREA OF THE PLANET AND INDIRECTLY 
AFFECTED 100% OF PLANETERY SYSTEMS 

 



DESTRUCTION OF OUR WATER 
NOT JUST REMOTE MOUNTAIN TOPS 

 

WATER  AND SEAFOOD IS TAINTED WITH 
LEAD MERCURY AND ARSENIC BY FOSSIL 
FUEL-POWERED POWER GENERATION 

GENERATE WASTE 

 



WATER  AND SEAFOOD IS TAINTED WITH 
LEAD MERCURY AND ARSENIC BY FOSSIL 

FUEL-POWERED POWER GENERATION 

DEMINISH FUTURE ASSETS 

An IPEN/Biodiversity Research Institute study report found heavy metal contamination in hair samples of women from 
island nations across 3 oceans.  75% had levels sufficient to cause fetal neural damage . . . 



PERFECT RECIPE SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION 

IMMEDIATE-TERM PROFIT-DRIVEN  
AMORAL AND NON-ETHICAL 
 



EXTRACTIVE ECONOMICS + SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION 





INSATIABLE APPETITE FOR  ENERGY HAS 
REACHED A SCALE THAT . . . 



Recent Past, 1961 - 1979 Lower Emissions Scenario, 2080-2099 Higher Emissions Scenario, 2080-2099 

temperature map images: U.S. Global Change Research Program  

EVERY 1°F AVERAGE  INCREASE IN TEMPERATURES REDUCES CROP YIELDS BY 10% BUT THOSE SHORTAGES 
CAN BE LOCALLY ACUTE!  

Desertification exacerbates the drought in California’s central valley 

DISRUPTS NATURAL 

SYSTEMS!! 



temperature map images: U.S. Global Change Research Program  

Global Context: 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLIES DESERT 

ACCELERATED AND 
INTENSIFIED WEATHER 
RELATED EVENTS 

Recent Past, 1961 - 1979 Lower Emissions Scenario, 2080-2099 Higher Emissions Scenario, 2080-2099 



SINKING IN WASTE 

The west and rich populations export all negative externalities 
Child Waaste picker in Malaysia:JP Getty Images 



where is the value here? 

CLIMATE IMPACTS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY FELT BY THOSE  
WHO CAN LEAST AFFORD IT 

ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ARE  SOCIAL JUSTICE



ALL OF THIS CREATES TRAUMA   
 
THAT IMPAIRS CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT 
AND SETS THE STAGE FOR A FUTURE OF 
STRUGGLE 



photo	by	Chris	Jordan:	“midway:	message	from	the	gyre”	series			h8p://www.chrisjordan.com/	

“Whether	we	and	our	poli1cians	know	it	or	not,	Nature	is	party	to	all	
our	deals	and	decisions,	and	she	has	more	votes,	a	longer	memory,	and	

a	sterner	sense	of	jus1ce	than	we	do.”				
	Wendell	Berry	

THERE IS NO AWAY!! 



WHAT IF WE COULD REDUCE THE IMPACTS 

OF ALL THESE THREATS ?!  

+ IMPROVE COMMUNITY  
SELF-RELIANCE + WELL BEING 



` 

REGENERATIVE DESIGN 

WE ALREADY HAVE 
THE SOLUTIONS TO 
ALL OF OUR 
PROBLEMS 



Most Resilient Concept, bMORE 
Resilient CO*OP

Michael Hindle, Carri Beer, Adam Ganser, 
Peter May, Katelin Posthuma, Jack Sullivan 

SYSTEMIC 
SOLUTIONS 
FOR 
SYSTEMIC 
PROBLEMS 



ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES 

Richard Misrach 



ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES 

Richard Misrach 

CARE FOR PEOPLE 
CARE FOR SELF AND COMMUNITY 



ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES 

Richard Misrach 

CARE FOR PEOPLE 
CARE FOR SELF AND COMMUNITY 

 
CARE FOR THE EARTH – 
REBUILD NATURAL CAPITAL 
 



ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES 

Richard Misrach 

CARE FOR PEOPLE 
CARE FOR SELF AND COMMUNITY 

 
CARE FOR THE EARTH – 
REBUILD NATURAL CAPITAL 
 

FAIR SHARE 
SET LIMITS AND REDISTRIBUTE SURPLUS 



THIS BOY REPRESENTS 
WHY EVERYTHING THAT 
FOLLOWS MATTERS 

 THIS BOY HAS ASTHMA 
 
THIS BOY’S MOM WORKS 
45 MINUTES AWAY, ON A 
GOOD DAY 
 
SHE MAKES LOW WAGES 
 
HE LIVES WITH HIS 
GRANDMOTHER . . . 
 
IN A FOOD DESSERT 
 
HE HAS EXPERIENCED 
MULTIPLE TRAUMATIC 
EVENTS (ACE’s) 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Nadine Burke Harris, expert in systemic trauma and Adverse Childhood events (ACE’s) 
treats a patient at Center for Youth Wellness in San Francisco 



INSTEAD OF HIGH ENERGY DEMAND 



HIGH ENERGY DEMAND, + COMBUSION APPLIANCES 

DRIVEN BY POOR BUILDINGS 



UNINSULTAED, 
UNCOMFORTABLE 
+ UNHEALTHY 
BUILDINGS  
 
 
 
•  CAUSE DISCOMFORT 
•  ASTHMA 
•  IMMUNE SUPPRESSION 
•  LOST INCOME  
•  POOR EDUCATIONAL 

OUTCOMES The entire furred out cavity is 
below dew point of interior 
air ! @ 53°F 



NO ENERGY BILLS, VERY COMFORTABLE + NO MOLD !! 

WEINBERG COMMONS 
THE FIRST RETROFIT PASSIVE HOUSE IN THE NATION 

THE PHIUS AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT OF THE YEAR 2017 
 



HEALTHY AND EFFICIENT BUILDINGS BEGIN WITH  

PASSIVE DESIGN + “BUILDING SCIENCE” 

HARM REDUCTION AT EVERY LEVEL 



ZERO ADDED COST – JUST A MIND-SET 

COMFORTABLE, EFFICIENT SHELTER + ENERGY - 
begins with the BUILDING ENCLOSURE 



COORDINATED 
ENVELOPE AND 
SYSTEMS FOR 
HEALTHIER 
BUILDINGS 
 
LOWER DEMAND, 
MANAGED 
CONDENSATION PLANE 
TEMPERATURES, VAPOR 
PROFILE + HUMIDITY 

Dew point of interior air = @ 52.5°F 

The entire masonry structure is 
above the dew-point of interior air.  
Layers outside masonry wall are 
vapor open. 



ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE AND LOW-
TECH ! 

The	Anasazi	(Hisatsinom)	1100-1300	C.E.	
HOW ABOUT A LITTLE SHADE? 



` 

COMBINED WITH LIVING SYSTEMS? 

REDUCE ENERGY DEMAND 
 
REDUCE COMBUSTION APPLIANCES 
 
PLANT GREEN CLOAKS AND TREES  TO 
SHADE THE BUILDING AND  . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edouard Francois: Architect 
 
 
 
 
 
 



` 

WE CAN CLEAN OUR OWN AIR 

REDUCE ENERGY DEMAND 
 
REDUCED COMBUSTION 
 
PLANT GREEN CLOAKS AND TREES  
 
1 MATURE TREE HAS 10 ACRES OF 
SURFACE, WHICH FILTERS AIR 
 
 
 
 
 
 




